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Welcome to the  
March 2025 Edition 

of the Hauraki Māori 
Trust Board Pānui.

Our aim is to keep you connected 
and informed about what’s going on 
in our rohe!

This month we share with you the 
exciting happenings with our latest 
initiative - the Kaumātua rōpū and 
some more inspiring words from 
grant recipients! 

Grants close on 30 June 2025. 

For more information go to our 
website - www.hauraki.iwi.nz

The Hauraki Maori Trust 
Board Education Grants are 

now open!

Building the Hauraki Nation, Together!Building the Hauraki Nation, Together!

A Passion for 
Protecting Aotearoa’s Waterways’s Waterways 
Leads to a Masters in Ecology
Ko Tīkapa te moana
Ko Kahutara te maunga
Ko Horouta te waka
Ko Harataunga te awa
Ko Rākairoa te marae
Ko Ngāti Porou ki Hauraki te iwi
Ko Phoenix Hale tōku ingoa 

Growing up exploring freshwater waterways Phoenix was 
fascinated by the life they hold and the role they play in our 
environment. As a freshwater ecologist and recipient of the 
Hauraki Māori Trust Board Educational Grant 2024, he is 
turning that passion into meaningful action.

With a special interest in indigenous migratory fish, such as 
pīharau, Phoenix is dedicated to protecting our native species 
and restoring the health of our waterways. His Master of 
Science in Ecology at the University of Waikato is focused on 
tackling a major threat to freshwater ecosystems—gambusia, 
an invasive pest fish that disrupts the balance of native species 
like whitebait by competing for food and habitat. His research 
aims to improve how we detect and monitor gambusia, 
helping conservation efforts to control and eventually remove 
this damaging species.

The Hauraki Māori Trust Board Educational Grant has been 
instrumental in allowing Phoenix to pursue this research, 
covering essential course-related costs and supporting his 
ability to contribute to the future of freshwater conservation. 
With this support, he is working towards a future where 
Aotearoa’s waterways remain a place of beauty, life, and 
cultural significance for generations to come.

Phoenix’s journey is a testament to the power of passion, 
science, and support—ensuring that the special places he 
grew up loving will still be there for others to experience and 
enjoy.

Karawhuia Phoenix!
Phoenix Hale

HMTB Education Grant Recipient
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Building the Hauraki Nation, Together!
     0508 468 288     hauraki.iwi.nz    hauraki.board

One of our new initiatives for 2025 is the Kaumātua rōpū. 
This rōpū was established to support local kaumātua and 
is underpinned by values used to guide their collective 
journey - respect, honesty and the sharing of knowledge.

With around 30 attendees gathering each week to 
share skills, stories, and laughter. It’s more than 
just activities, it’s about whakawhanaungatanga, keeping 
traditions alive, and strengthening the ngākau of our 
community.  Kaumātua lead and engage in activities such 
as weaving, baking, gift-making, chair yoga etc, while also 
reconnecting with te reo Māori, waiata, and iwi history. 

As the rōpū grows, we welcome new faces. If you or a 
whānau member would like to join the kaumātua rōpū, 
please contact us on 0508 468 288. 

Nau mai, haere mai! 

Caring for our People . . .
Welcome to the Kaumātua Rōpū
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The Hauraki Maori Trust Board education grants are The Hauraki Maori Trust Board education grants are 
available to registered iwi members who are studying available to registered iwi members who are studying 
towards a level 5 diploma or higher.  towards a level 5 diploma or higher.  

These grants cover studying taking place in the 2025 These grants cover studying taking place in the 2025 
year and are specifically to assist with tuition fees.  year and are specifically to assist with tuition fees.  

The closing date for the Education Grants is 30 June The closing date for the Education Grants is 30 June 
2025 and applications can be made through our 2025 and applications can be made through our 
website www.hauraki.iwi.nz.website www.hauraki.iwi.nz.
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He Pāorōro Aweko is a dynamic waiata group for 
those aged 50 and over, hosted by the Hauraki 
Māori Trust Board. 

This free, open group invites everyone to join in 
the celebration of Māori song and culture in a 
supportive and inclusive environment. 

The group alternates between locations across 
the Hauraki region, offering participants the 
opportunity to connect with their cultural heritage 
through traditional and contemporary waiata. 
Whether experienced or new to waiata, all are 
welcome to join in the song and the community 
spirit. 

The fourth week of each month is a special time 
when participants from all locations gather for 
a large group waiata, bringing together different 
communities to sing and harmonise as one. 

Join us to sing, learn, and share, as we keep the 
echoes of our cultural heritage alive for future 
generations. 

He Pāorōro Aweko  
Kapa Haka & Waiata Rōpū

The kaimahi of the Hauraki Māori Trust Board 
recently visited Ohinemuri Retirement Village to 
celebrate Waitangi Day.

The visit was filled with whakawhanaungatanga, as 
kaimahi engaged with the residents through kōrero, 
waiata, and shared experiences. 

This gathering was more than just a visit—it was 
a reminder of the value of our kaumātua, their 
knowledge, and the role they play in keeping 
traditions alive.

The Hauraki Māori Trust Board is proud to support 
initiatives that foster connection and wellbeing 
for our kaumātua. We look forward to more 
opportunities to bring our people together, ensuring 
that our kaumātua remain at the heart of our 
communities.

Building the Hauraki Nation, Together!

A visit to Ohinemuri 
Retirement Village
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Last year was a standout year for young basketball 
talent Keela, who had the incredible opportunity to compete on 
the international stage in Las Vegas. Thanks to the support of 
the Hauraki Māori Trust Board Sports Grant, she travelled with 
the NZ Storm team to take part in the prestigious Las Vegas 
Hoopsteria tournament, gaining valuable experience against 
top players from around the world.

Keela’s hard work and dedication continue to pay off. As a 
key player for Waitākere U14, she helped her team place third 
at regionals and secure an undefeated championship win in 
the Auckland Supercity competition, earning herself the Most 
Valuable Player (MVP) title. She also represented Basketball 
Pacific Koru at the Australian Junior Championships in Albury, 
competing against top state teams from across Australia.

Closer to home, Keela shone for Northcote Intermediate, being 
named MVP and Basketball Player of the Year after finishing as 
the league’s top scorer and leading her team to second place 
in Division 1 on the North Shore.

With upcoming tournaments in April, including the Mel Young 
Easter Tournament and the JSC Tournament in Whanganui, 
Keela’s basketball journey is only just beginning.

Celebrating our Rangatahi: 
Keela’s Basketball Journey 
From Local Courts to Las Vegas

Building the Hauraki Nation, Together!
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