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Cameron Nepia Munro, is one of our outstanding
Educational Grant recipients. Cameron is in his final year of
studying a Bachelor of Surgery and a Bachelor of Medicine
at the University of Auckland, and his journey is nothing
short of inspiring.
Cameron grew up in Ōpōtiki in the Bay of Plenty and is of
Ngāti Whanaunga descent . He’s traveled and lived in
various places overseas, but he notes his whenua brought
him back home.
From a young age, Cameron has dreamed of becoming a
doctor, driven by a deep desire to positively impact the
hauora of his people. His passion for equity in health is at
the heart of his aspirations, and he’s committed to working
towards a healthier future for all our whānau.
Receiving an Educational Grant has been a significant
support for Cameron, easing the financial pressures of his
studies. With this assistance, he’s able to focus more on his
education, preparing himself to give back to the community
as a dedicated doctor.
We’re proud to support Cameron on his journey, and we
can’t wait to see the incredible contributions he’ll make to
the health and well-being of our people. 
Karawhiua Cameron!
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Our aim is to keep you
connected and informed
about what’s going on in
our rohe.
From education to
rangatahi programmes,
there’s a lot to celebrate.

We’re excited to share
these with you and
continue supporting
each other.
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Hauraki Māori
Trust Board
Pānui.

Hauraki Kapa Haka Festival
This year the Hauraki Festival is being hosted by Mātai Whetū Marae

in Thames on Friday 15th and Saturday 16th of November 2024. 
This is year sees the return to competition following covid.

Registrations are now open - Contact Kelly@ngatimaru.iwi.nz
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We would love to hear from 
you. We welcome your 

feedback, advice and any 
concerns you may have.

Join us on Facebook.

One of our Mātauranga grant recipients for 2024 was the Kaihaka Kapa Haka group, who recently had
the invaluable opportunity to travel and meet, share workshops, engage with a diverse audience and
perform alongside other ethnic groups on a world stage in Italy! From June 5th to June 23rd, the Lo
Spirito Del Pianeta Indigenous Festival brought together indigenous people from all over the world.
The group, led by Eruera Rarere-Wilton and his whānau, had the incredible opportunity to perform and
share our rich culture and traditions with audiences in Europe and learn from others in a way that was
both enriching and inspiring.
One of the most special moments was their 1.5-hour main stage performance dedicated to their
beloved senior member, Kiwa Ropitini-Fairburn, who they sadly lost earlier this year. It was a powerful
tribute, and the group was supported by the NZ Consulate General, Austin Brick, who helped them
shine even brighter with a special performance in Milan.
The trip was called ‘a life changing experience’ and one of the rōpu members said “the highlight of the
trip was definitely connecting with all the other indigenous people at the festival. Being able to share
our Māori culture with them and in turn learning so much about theirs. The differences but also the
similarities. I am so grateful to have been able to experience this!”
We are so proud of the Kaihaka Kapa Haka group and the way they carried our culture with pride and
grace. Their journey to Italy is a beautiful reminder of the strength and spirit of our whānau. Thank you
to everyone who supported them along the way.

The Kaihaka kapa haka rōpu at the Lo Spirito Del
Pianeta Indigenous Festival, in Italy.

The Kaihaka kapa haka rōpu organisers, 
Eru & Oriana Rarere-Wilton, with 

NZ Ambassador, Jacqueline Frizelle.

Kapa Haka Rōpu Shares 
Indigenous Stage in Italy with 
Hauraki Māori Trust Board Mātauranga Grant
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In Terms 1 & 2, we launched the pilot for the Little
Hoopers Programme, an initiative designed for
children aged 7 to 12. It was a complete success,
drawing tamariki from six different schools in our
community.
Over the course of the 8-week programme, the
children were engaged in a variety of basketball
drills that not only improved their skills on the court
but also fostered teamwork and connection among
them. It was incredible to see the growth in their
abilities and self-assurance as they progressed
through the programme.
The positive feedback from both the tamariki and
their whānau was overwhelming. Many expressed
their gratitude for the opportunity and highlighted
the significant impact it had on their children's
confidence and enjoyment.
A key factor in the success of Little Hoopers was the
strong community support it received. The Hauraki
Māori Trust Board worked closely with local schools,
community organisations, and dedicated
volunteers to ensure everything ran smoothly. This
collaboration was crucial in making the programme
such a success.
Looking to the future, the Hauraki Māori Trust Board
are committed to continuing Little Hoopers and
expanding it to include other age groups and areas
where there’s a need for such initiatives. We believe
that programmes like this are essential in providing
positive outlets for our young people, helping to
keep them engaged.

Introducing 
Little Hoopers: Building Skills 
& Confidence in our Tamariki

I only have wonderful things to say! I loved
the structure of the program and the

atmosphere you created amongst the
children that it's ok to be at different levels
with skills, not be afraid to give it a go and

be respectful of each other. Can't thank you
enough!

Little Hoopers is run afterschool during Terms 1 & 2. If
you would like your tamariki to get involved in 2025,

please contact us today!  
community@hauraki.iwi.nz

Noah absolutely loved it. He looked forward
to it every week. He was stoked to learn
some skills. Having him picked up from
school was awesome, he wouldn't have

been able to go otherwise. Thanks so much
for running it.
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Kerepēhi Marae Celebrates
Reopening of Refurbished Wharekai
After four years of careful planning and hard work, Kerepēhi
Marae proudly reopened its newly refurbished wharekai, Tutu
Hauaru, on Saturday, 20th July 2024. Despite less-than-ideal
weather, the event drew whānau from across the motu to
celebrate this significant milestone.
The journey to restore Tutu Hauaru was no small feat. The
marae’s dedicated team worked tirelessly alongside architects,
contractors, council representatives, and various funding
agencies to bring this vision to life. The project received
substantial support from Oranga Marae grants, with additional
assistance from Pare Hauraki Fishing Trust.
The refurbished wharekai is now fully equipped with modern
appliances and meets all health and safety standards, ensuring a
safe and functional space for the community. This renovation
means so much more than just an upgraded building – it's about
preserving our cultural heritage and creating a space for our
hapū, iwi, and whānau to come together.
With Tutu Hauaru's doors now open, Kerepēhi Marae is ready to
host a wide range of activities. From wānanga and tangihanga to
school activities and health initiatives, the marae can once again
serve as the heart of our community.
The successful completion of this project demonstrates the power
of community collaboration and the positive impact it can have
on our shared cultural spaces. 
We look forward to seeing Tutu Hauaru buzzing with activity,
fostering connections, and creating lasting memories for years to
come.

The Hauraki Māori Trust Board provides a range of grants such as the Kaumātua Medical Grants,
Mātauranga (Culture and Arts) Grants and Sports Grants. These grants are available

throughout the year. Further information and application forms can be found on our website
www.hauraki.iwi.nz


